Notes
European Russia and Siberia, which have little, if any, Tartar
blood in their veins. If Haroun ever possessed a 'Tartar
diadem', he must have gained it by his conquest over the Turko-
mans; though it is highly improbable that that nomad people
ever possessed such an emblem of sovereignty.
KALLUNDBORG CHURCH
John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-92) is one of the best-known
American poets. He was a Quaker, and a vigorous supporter
of the anti-slavery movement.
This poem is one of a series of tales published in 1867 which
purport to be told by a traveller (in The Tent on the Beach); it is
described as ea wild tale of the North':
They tell it in the valleys green
Of the fair island he has seen,
Low lying off the pleasant Swedish shore,
Washed by the Baltic Sea, and watched by Elsinore.
Prefixed to the poem is a fragment of a Zealand Rhyme, which
evidently suggested the subject to Whittier:
Tie stille, barn rnin!
Imorgen kommer Fin,
Fa'er din,
Og gi'er dig Esbern Snares dine og hjerte at lege med!
*Lie still, my babe! To-morrow morning thy father Fin will
come and give thee Esbern Snare's eyes and heart to play with.'
i. Kallundborg. A Danish port on the west coast of Sjaelland
(Zealand). The church in the town dates from 1170; it is built
in the form of a Greek cross with five towers.
4. Nesvek, Presumably Nestved, a town in the south of
Sjaelland.
8. Troll. A giant; or, later, a friendly but mischievous dwarf,
often represented as one-eyed, in the Scandinavian mythology.
10. the mighty sea. The Great Belt, on which Kallundborg
stands.
27. Elle-maids. A half-adoption, half-translation of the
Danish elle-pige, elf-maidens, or fairies.
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